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Lesson One: Everyone Has Questions 

 

The Importance of Questions 

I. “You can tell whether a man is clever by his answers. You can tell whether a man is wise by his questions.” 

II. Questions are important.  

A. Many of the greatest inventions and discoveries all began with questions. For example: 

1. What could I look at in a new way? (Steve Jobs looked at the computer in a new way, leading to 

the Mac and the personal computer revolution.) 

2. What could I connect in a new way? (Thomas Edison connected the light bulb to the electrical grid, 

leading to electrified cities.) 

B. Everyone learns the same – we ask questions and search for the answers.  

 

III. We see this throughout the Bible - especially in the life of Christ – of those who came to Jesus asking honest 

questions from honest hearts, desiring the truth.  

A. When Jesus taught in parables, it was His disciples who asked why (Matt. 13:10), and for the explanation 

of what they meant (Matt 13:36) 

B. The rich young ruler asked Jesus, “What good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal life?” (Matt. 19:16) 

C. It was Nicodemus who asked, “How can a man be born again when he is old?” (John 3:4).  

D. It was John who asked, “are you the expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Matt. 11:3) 

E. His disciples asked about a man born blind, “who sinned…?” (John 9:2).  

 

IV. There were certainly those who asked Jesus questions not to learn, but to test Jesus, to make Him stumble.  

A. The Pharisees asked a question about divorce to test Jesus (Matt. 19:3) 

B. The different Jewish sects tried to catch Jesus in their questions (Matt. 22:15-17, 23-24, 34-35) 

1. Their questions were not honest. They weren’t seeking to learn. They wanted to catch Jesus in His 

words to condemn Him.  

 

V. And yet many, throughout the Bible, asked honest questions. Notice a few more from the NT:  

A. The Jews on Pentecost, “What shall we do?” (AC 2:37) 

B. The discussion with the Ethiopian eunuch involved a series of questions (AC 8:30-31, 34).  
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VI. It is the same today – people learn by asking questions – and our friends who are spiritually confused, will 

learn and seek to learn through asking questions:  

A. 1 Pet. 3:15 – “…ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you…”  

B. Our friends will seek to learn through us, and will do so through asking questions. And oftentimes their 

questions are not, “What is the Bible about? Who was Jesus? How can I be saved?”  

1. Often their questions come from whatever they are interested in or experiencing now.  

2. Some questions are reflective of their culture (what’s going on around us – in the news) 

3. Some questions are from experience (what they’ve heard/been taught) 

4. Some questions are the natural curiosity (why are we here/where did we come from) 

 

C. Though our friends ask the questions, sometimes we’re afraid of their questions (like the book – questions 

Christians hope no one will ask). Why are we afraid of our friend’s questions?  

1.  We won’t know the answer – seem foolish.  

2. Questions put us on the spot – have to know 

3. Maybe there’s more behind what they’re asking – intimidated  

4. What if it leads to other questions? What if it gets heated?  

D. Honestly speaking, many of the questions you’ll receive from others (friends), will be from honest hearts 

seeking the truth. Questions are a sign/form of seeking.  

 

E. 1 Peter 3:15 shows us that there’s a preparedness to answering our friend’s questions. How can I be 

prepared?  

 

How to Prepare for Friend’s Questions 

I. The Heart – Building an Open Atmosphere 

a. Carrying myself in such a way that invites conversation, that welcomes questions, that makes it known – 

no question is off limits.  

i. This kind of atmosphere can be built by:  

1. Letting your friends know you are a Christian – you’ve spoken about it (positively).  

a. What did you do over the weekend – “We worshipped!”  

 

b. “You know, this reminds me of something that was discussed at the church I’m a 

member of…”  

 

c. They see your consistent walk, faith, morality, character. Your serious/joyful 

life lived will attract attention.  

 

2. Not shying away from your faith – not quick to dismiss the conversation, or get quiet 

about it when brought up, or acting awkward when mentioned. Claim it proudly  

a. Ex: Are you married to _______ - How you answer will determine any future 

conversations.  
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b. While this can be communicated – it is often proved through track record/experience – friends who 

comes to you with a question.  

i. How we answer the question is just as important as the answer. The right answer given in the 

wrong way can be just as hurtful as the wrong answer.  

 

c. The Proper Spirit in Answering Questions:  

i. Pv. 15:1 – a soft answer turns away wrath…  

ii. PV 15:23 – an apt answer is a joy to a man…  

iii. PV 15:28 – the heart of the righteous ponders how to answer… [weighs/gushes NIV] 

iv. PV 18:13 – he who gives an answer before he hears, it is a folly and shame to him 

v. PV 26:4 – do not answer a fool according to his folly lest you be like him  

vi. Col. 4:6 – seasoned speech, so you may know how you ought to answer each person  

vii. 2 TIM 2:25 – opponents must be gently instructed (NIV)  

viii. 1 Pet 3:15 - …with gentleness and reverence  

 

d. Look for example at Matt. 11:3-6, 11 

i. John in prison is asking a question about who Jesus was, and Jesus doesn’t rebuke Him, or 

sharply reply.  

 

ii. He gives John’s disciples the answer, and then praises John.  

 

e. What do we learn about answering other’s questions?  

i. Be patient (2 Tim 4:2)  

ii. Be humble   

iii. Don’t belittle them for not knowing (even the simplest of questions)  

iv. Treat others the way you would want to be treated – even though asked the same question a 

dozen of times – treat each fairly, honestly, and Biblically.  

 

II. The Mind – Preparing to Research  

a.  The other side of preparation is being able to give a solid, reasoned, Biblical response.  

i. As Paul said, “handle accurately the words of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15).  

1. Do your homework. Study hard. Handle (teach, preach, share) these words with care.  

 

b. How can a person prepare for questions? 

i. Make your Bible user friendly – notes in margins/back of Bible  

ii. Listen to preachers/teachers – study on your own (study questions)  

1. Sometimes it’s good to study questions – pose the question and investigate  

2. Get with Rickie, myself, the elders, and learn!  

iii. Remember, there are not too many “new” questions (Ecc. 1:9)  

iv. Answer Bible questions with Bible answers:  

1. Matt. 19:4 – have you not read 

2. LK 10:25-26 – what is written in the law? 

3. Let them read in their own Bible  

v. Realize, there may not be an answer (Deut. 29:29)  

1. God hasn’t given us the answer to every question. Don’t try and give one. If we don’t’ 

know, we don’t know.  

2. There is no harm in saying, “I don’t know. I’m not sure. Let me see.” There is great harm 

in speaking about things we don’t know (1 Tim. 1:6-7).  

vi. Be fair – don’t proof text  

1. Consider what the scripture as a whole teaches – Bill Walton Study  
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III. What’s the point?  

a. In many ways, speaking with someone who is not a Christian about matters of morality, or bigger – 

spiritual matters, seems backwards. We ought to start with the fundamentals, and build our way there.  

 

b. Realize, the question they are asking is the open door for you to lead them to Christ. My answer is to 

lead them to Christ.  

 

c. This means I give them a good answer – an honest answer – a Biblical answer – and it is an answer 

that points to the true answer – Christ  

i. Why care about morality? What’s the main point about the end times?  

ii. In a discussion about salvation – why does it matter? What did Jesus come to accomplish?  

iii. In a discussion on the church – ultimately whose church is it? Why would that matter?   

 

d. Though the Ethiopian eunuch started with Isaiah, Philip started with that Scripture and preached to him 

Jesus (AC 8:35).  

 

e. Our aim in answering questions is not to win an argument, or simply prove that another’s position is 

wrong. Our aim is to help my friend (who is seeking) come to see Christ.   

 

IV. Everyone has questions. 

a. You have questions.  

i. The more you study and grow, the more situations will come up that bring questions to your 

mind.  

 

b. Others will ask questions to you 

i. Your walk in faith will produce a respect and a seriousness about what you do.  

ii. This will make people turn to you with their questions.  


